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space below. In the summer, carpenters, cart-
wrights, workers in brass, dealers in every kind of
commodity plied their trades in the streets, while
the wares of tanners, dyers and cleaners Happed In
the fetid air, frightening the horses and threatening
ruin to the finery of the courtier or country
gentleman threading his way from his lodgings to
attend the King's levee at the Louvre. As
in the East, a crowd of half-starved dogs disputed
the possession of the offal in the gutters with kites
and crows. At night, bravos and cut-purses plied
their trades, parties of young courtiers and nobles
rose from a debauch to charge each other or the
watch, to insult the women and beat the unoffending
citizens. It was in vain that directly an alarm was
raised all citizens were commanded to ring a bell and
to rush out into the street lantern in hand to join in
the hue and cry; and that, to make the escape more
difficult, houses were not allowed to have a back
door. It was a rare exception for offenders against
the public peace to be brought to justice.

The bridges across the Seine were either of wood
or encumbered by houses like old London Uriclgc or
the Florentine Ponte Vccchio. The river was only
partially confined by quays, which made it the more
apt to overflow in other places, and frequent floods
added to the squalid discomfort of the lower parts
of the town.

Had he lived longer Henry IV. would have created
a new Paris; as it was he did more than any previous
king to improve and change the aspect of his Capital
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